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The �rst phase of a food hub feasibility study has been 
launched with the dissemination of a demand-side survey by 
a group that is probing interest in local food.  Growing 
Opportunities for Maine-Sourced Food, is a consortium 
e�ort organized under the BRCC’s Biz Action Committee.  The 
focus of this committee is to identify potential economic 
development opportunities for the region and engage 
expertise within the Chamber membership to explore 
resources and overcome hurdles in bringing a potential 
opportunity to fruition. 

In late 2014,  the Orono Economic Development 
Corporation approached the Committee with their long held 
vision of leveraging the agricultural resources in the area.  
Recognizing the Bangor region’s assets as a “logistics hub”, 
the Committee agreed that the concept of a “food hub” was a 
promising initiative for the Chamber to get behind.   As a 
result, a consortium of interested parties has formed and in 
addition to the BRCC and OEDC, now includes Bangor Area 
Food Council, City of Bangor, Good Shepherd Food Bank, City 
of Old Town, City of Orono, Maine Farmland Trust and 
University of Maine.   

Renee Kelly, Chair of the Chamber board of directors 
shared, “The Bangor Region Chamber of Commerce is excited 
to be a partner in this e�ort to bring business opportunities to 
the region, building on the growing interest in 

locally-sourced food and services.”
The basic premise of a food hub is to aggregate produce 

from local farms to sell and distribute to retail grocery 
outlets, restaurants, schools/colleges and hospitals where 
80% of family food budgets are spent.  The consortium felt it 
was important to �rst fully understand the institutional and 
food service demand for local produce and has, with 
generous support from Bangor Savings Bank Foundation and 
Maine Community Foundation, commissioned Maine 
Farmland Trust to conduct research on the feasibility and 
sustainability of a food hub in the Bangor region.    The end 
result of this study will determine if conditions are right to 
add a regional player in Maine’s food hub conversation and 
provide analysis that will inform a business plan to attract 
entrepreneurial investors or partnerships to the region.

“Economic bene�ts to the region would be two-fold,” 
said Evan Richert, Orono Town Planner and chair of the Biz 
Action Committee’s food hub consortium.  “A food hub opens 
new markets for area farms; which also prevents those food 
dollars from leaking out of state and keeps them circulating 
here in the local economy.”       

Research by the consortium has found that a 20% shift 
from non-local to local sources holds a signi�cant multiplier 
e�ect in increased food business, supply chain and spin-o� 

Bangor Chamber
Biz Action Committee launches 
Food Hub Feasibility Study 

jobs.   In similar metropolitan regions where there is an 
established food hub, 57% of surveyed farmers reported 
expanded acreage and sales, which were enabled by access to 
wider markets and shared resources such as the warehousing 
and cold storage that a food hub o�ers.    

Elizabeth Sprague, Farm Business Planning Manager for 
Maine Farmland Trust adds, “If it is shown that the food system 
can support a food hub serving eastern Maine, it would be an 
important resource for farmers who want to get into wholesale 
markets or expand the relationships they already have.  It could 
also provide opportunities for families to invest their food 
dollars right in their own communities and support Maine’s 

small farm resurgence.  Each time a new food business gets 
established or expands, Maine’s entire food system takes 
another step toward maturity.  Everyone wins.”  

Wholesale purchasers of many kinds are being asked to 
participate in the demand-side survey.  For more information or 
to express interest in participating, contact Dave Milan, Orono 
Economic Development Director at 889-6912 or 
dmilan@orono.org.     

To learn more about this e�ort visit 
https://bangorregionfoodhub.wordpress.com

 

Thursday, November 19:
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
“FEZtival of Trees”
at Anah Shriners
1404 Broadway, Bangor | 5-7pm
Enjoy FOOD, BEVERAGES &  PRIZES!

 

  

&
and awards ceremony

extravaganza

Thursday, November 19:

6-9PM, Husson University  |  Food, Music & Dancing!
For more information, see our insert.
To purchase tickets, go to fusionbangor.com

Event
Sponsor:

Friday, November 6:

Sea Dog Restaurant
Front Street, Bangor | 11:30am-1pm
Register online at bangorregion.com

W�en’s
Lead�ship
Lunche�

Beth Shissler
President & Co-Owner, SeaBags of Maine

Moderated by: Deb Neuman

Sponsored by:

ANNUAL BREAKFAST
�ursday, January 7

ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER
�ursday, January 21

For sponsorship opportunities, please call Kate at 947-0307.
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OCTOBER NEW MEMBERS

 The Chamber Ambassadors are helping the chamber get the word out and
sign our next 50 new members. Be on the lookout!!

 Have questions? Call or email Kate Grover at:  207.947.0307 or kate@bangorregion.com.

 The Chamber Ambassadors are helping the chamber get the word out and
sign our next 50 new members. Be on the lookout!!

FALL
MEMBERSHIP

DRIVE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

SAVE THE
DATES
ANNUAL BREAKFAST

�ursday, January 7
ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER

�ursday, January 21
For sponsorship opportunities, please call Kate at 947-0307.
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Maine Parkinson Society 
359 Perry Road, Bangor
(207) 992-9978   
maineparkinsonsociety.org

Manomet Sustainable 
Economies Program 
14 Maine St., Brunswick
(207) 721-9040 
www.manomet.org

Kaplan University 
14 Marketplace Dr., Augusta
(207) 213-2500 
www.kumaine.com

Design Shorty & Company 
533 Mann Hill Rd., Holden
(207) 333-1885 
www.designshorty.com

Coalition to Salute America's 
Heroes 
552 Fort Evans Rd., Suite 300

Leesburg, Va 
www.saluteheroes.org

KDS Capital, LLC 
77 Exchange St., Suite 302, Bangor
(207) 990-4866 
www.kdscapital.us

Bangor Blaze, LLC 
18 Broad St., Bangor
(207) 922-2660 
www.blazebangor.com

Designs By Aaron 
8 Merchants Plaza, Bangor
(207) 941-9760 

Murphy's Lawn Care, LLC 
PO Box 6093, Hermon 
(207) 848-5642 
murphylawncarellc.com

Budjee Bean Co�ee House & 
Snuggery 

59 Gri�n Ave., Hampden 
(207) 735-5999 

Studio Linear 
260 Back Winterport Rd., Hampden 
(207) 631-5017 
www.studiolinear.com

Evenrood's 
25 Broad Street, Bangor 
(207) 941-8800 
www.evenroods.com

Maine Technology Users Group 
P.O. Box 8549, Portland 
(207) 370-5327 
www.mtug.org

American Red Cross of Northern 
and Eastern Maine
145 Exchange St. Suite 1, Bangor
(207) 941-2903
www.redcross.org/maine
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www.wellnesscouncilofmaine.org

Wellness Council of Maine

The Building Bridges Program is a business-education partnership 
sponsored by the Bangor Region Chamber of Commerce. Hundreds of 

educators including teachers, school superintendents, guidance 
counselors, school board members, parents and students have acclaimed 

Building Bridges as one of the most e�ective educational activities
they have experienced. Participating businesses �nd it a valuable 

means to develop the future workforce. 

Now accepting
applications for the 

Building Bridges
class of 2016

$150  |  Earn 4.5 CEU credits
To register, go to 

www.bangorregion.com and click on PROGRAMS

Building Bridges  is 
currently seeking 

sponsorships.  Please call 
the Chamber to learn more.

Give the
Gift of BRLI!

K540 Mens XS-4XL       
L540 Ladies XS-4XL

$18.00

24565 (Ladies) S-XL
14445 (Mens) M-2XL

Black

$42.00

BG303

$32.00

White, Grey,
Navy, Black

$40.00

L217 Ladies M-4XL

White, Green,
Black, Navy, Grey

$30.00

Storm,
Deep Sea Blue

C917

Blue

$10.00

Silk Touch
Performance
Polo

J325 Mens XS-4XL
L325 Ladies XS-4XL

Port Authority 
Core Soft Shell 
Vest

ST360 (Mens) XS-6XL
LST360 (Ladies) XS-4XL

Blue

$15.00

F226 Mens XS-4XL
L226 Ladies XS-4XL

White, Grey,
Navy, Black

$28.00

Moisture 
Wicking Scoop 
Neck Tee

micro
fleece
vest

Port Authority 
Crossbody 
Messenger
Bag

softshell
jacket

Port Authority 
value fleece 
full zip jacket

heathered
knit beanie

To order, contact the Bangor Region Chamber of Commerce
at (207) 947-0307 or info@bangorregion.com

As the only state-wide program 
supporting employee well-being, we 
recognized a family owned company 
from York county, Hussey Seating 
Company, an activity centered 
collaboration from Aroostook county, 
County Fit & Fun Series, a school 
wellness team leader, Carol 
Warmuth, RN, from Brewer School 
System, and a health oriented 
municipality, the City of Portland, 
City Fit! employee wellness program.

If your organization would like help
with workplace wellness initiatives
like these, join our network!  

wellnesscouncilofmaine.org

We also had fantastic presentations to help plan 2016 employee wellness programming:

• Tobacco Free Workplace Support, MaineHealth, and the Maine Tobacco Help Line
• Financial Wellness for employees, MassMutual Financial Group
• Support/Strategies for the Older Worker, MaineGeneral, Workplace Health
• Maine’s Older Population and the Future of Maine’s Economy 

WLCME recognized 4 organizations for their commitment to 
employee well-being at the Maine Wellness Leadership 
Summit, October 20, at the Governor Hill Mansion in Augusta.  

Left to right: (front)Carol Warmuth, RN, Brewer School 
System, Gina Tapp and Janice Kimball, City of Portland, 

Jonathan Kelley, Competitor ME, and Cynthia Talbot, 
Hussey Seating Company. (back) Gail Solomita, Emera 

Maine and Jason Parent, �e Aroostook Medical Center.

Pricing includes embroidered BRLI logo. Class year can be added for an additional fee.

brliexperience.org

F217 Mens XS-6XL
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20 South St., Bangor, ME 04401 • www.bangorregion.com • Facebook/Twitter: Bangor Chamber • (207) 947-0307

AARP Maine  •  A�ordable Home & O�ce Cleaning  •  Allenfarm Fence Company, Inc.  •  Amato's  •  American Lung Association  •  Anah Shriners  •  Aquatic Development, Inc.  •  Bangor Brass & Woodwind Repair  •  
Bangor Elks Lodge  •  Bangor Motor Inn & Conference Center  •  Bangor Symphony Orchestra  •  Bangor Wine & Cheese  •  Black Bear Inn & Conference Center  •  Bouchard Cleaning& Restoration, Inc.  •  Care and 
Comfort  •  Casco Bay Energy Company, LLC  •  Central Maine & Quebec Railway  •  CES, Inc.  •  Challenger Learning Center  •  Chris Olsen  •  Citizens of Maine, LLC  •  Commercial Delivery Systems  •  Creative Dental 
Solutions  •  Creative Print Services  •  DaVinci Signs, LLC  •  Downtown Bangor Partnership  •  Eagle Financial Strategies  •  Fireside Inn & Suites  •  Gaftek, LLC  •  Getchell Brothers, Inc.  •  Girl Scouts of Maine  •  Headlight 

Audio Visual, Inc.  •  J B Paint Company  •  Katahdin Area Council, Boy Scouts of America  •  Kiley & Foley Funeral Service  •  Law O�ce of Joseph M. Baldacci  •  Longhorn Steak House  •  Lowe's Home Improvement - Brewer  •  Maine Contracting  •  Maine 
Forest & Logging Museum/Leonard's Mill  •  Maine Ground Developers, Inc.  •  Maine Streaming Media  •  Marsh Property Management, LLC  •  MERT Enterprises  •  Multi Management Group  •  Northeast Reprographics  •  Oriental Jade Restaurant & 
Sampan Grill  •  Regency Mortgage  •  Richard S. Cattelle, Inc.  •  Sam's Club  •  Sandra A Morin, Acct.  •  SERVPRO of Bangor/Ellsworth  •  The Bangor Y  •  The Charles Inn  •  The Overhead Door Company of Bangor, Inc.  •  The UPS Store  •  Town of Glenburn  
•  Trade Winds Car Wash  •  Tu�y Bear Discount Furniture  •  Walgreen - Brewer  •  Watch Me Shine, Inc.  •  Waterfront Concerts  •  WBRC Architects/Engineers  •  Webber Group  •  WKIT / WZON - The Zone Corporation  •  YMCA of Old Town and Orono

MEMBER
RENEWALS

All photo on this page 
by Memorymaker 
Photography  Please, 
like them on Facebook 
to see more great 
images like these!

Business After Hours, Frank’s Bakery

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2015
Sea Dog Restaurant, Front Street, Bangor

W�en’s
Lead�ship
Lunche� 11:30 am - Networking

11:50-1pm - Lunch and program
 

Beth Shissler
President & Co-Owner,
SeaBags of Maine
Moderated by: Deb Neuman

Sponsored by:

REGISTER TODAY!

bangorregion.com


